Burnside Primary School Music Policy
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. At Burnside Primary School we embrace music as a highly valued part of a broad curriculum and a subject which can enhance the development of the whole child. 
We believe that an effective Music Education should:

· Be a reflection of the culture and society we live in, therefore providing children with a better understanding of their world,
· Be a unique way of communicating which can inspire and motivate people,
· Be a means of personal expression,
· Be a vehicle to enhance the physical, social and cognitive development of children as well as support mental health,
· Be all inclusive and enjoyable,
· Be respected as an academic and demanding subject, in line with other areas of the school curriculum.
Our aim is to:
· Provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, 
· Introduce children to a wide variety of musical forms and styles and to explore how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for which it was written,

· Aid the development of language and listening skills so that children can talk about, understand, and make judgements about the quality of music they hear, 

· Give children opportunities to explore and understand how sounds are made and organised into musical structures,  

· Develop the interrelated skills of: Performing, Composing, Notation, Listening and Appraising,
· Plan musical activities, which provide opportunities to develop transferable skills, 
· Nurture a pupil’s sense of self and allow them to develop and explore their own abilities.
· Instils a life-long enjoyment and appreciation for music.
Aspiration and Inspiration: 

We believe that high-quality musical education includes opportunities to be inspired by professional musicians in a wide range of musical genres. To this end we have links with a variety of professional musicians and music companies including Lions of Zululand, Music Partnership North Northumbrian Folk Group, University of Northumbria Rock Band, Sage Gateshead and Opera North who regularly perform and work with our children. 
It has become an annual event for our EYFS children to experience a live performance at Northern Stage and our children enjoy visits to Newcastle Theatre Royal to experience performances by Opera North. 

Our pupils regularly perform in large concerts such as the ‘The Big Sing’ at Sage Gateshead and the ‘Pyramid Play Day Concert’ where they have the opportunity to work alongside and perform with professional musicians.
Teaching and Learning: 

Every child engages in quality music education from their entry in EYFS until the end of KS2. In the Early Years department, singing and musical games are incorporated into daily routines and are used to enhance the teaching of the core curriculum as well as the development of control, concentration, social skills and a sense of belonging. This provides a solid foundation to the musical skills which continue to be developed during Key Stage 1. 
In EYFS and Key Stages 1 pupils participate in weekly lessons which take place in the classroom or in the well-resourced music room. Lessons in KS2 are delivered by the music specialist on a 4-weekly rota. The music specialist along with the SLT monitor the delivery of lessons and progression of music throughout the school. 

Singing lies at the heart of our school community and we are the proud recipients of the Gold Singup Award. Singing assemblies are part of the weekly timetable, led by the music specialist and members of our teaching staff who have been trained as vocal leaders. Our singing teaching focuses on developing: 

· The ability to listen, internalise and to sing in tune and with other people,
· An understanding of pulse and pitch,
· An understanding of musical notation,
· Language skills,
· Knowledge of other subject areas (for example songs from WW2).
All children have the opportunity to perform to an audience throughout the year including the EYFS Nativity, Christmas Concert, Carol Singing in the community, Harvest assembly, Easter assembly, special year group assemblies and charity events such as McMillan coffee morning.
Inclusion and Differentiation: 

Inclusive practice in Music enables all children to achieve their potential; whatever their ability, and irrespective of gender, ethnic, social or cultural background, home language or any other aspect that could affect their participation in, or progress in their learning. 
We address the wide range of musical abilities within each class by providing suitable learning opportunities for all children, matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways:
· Setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses,
· Setting tasks of increasing difficulty, 

· Grouping children by ability and setting tasks accordingly,

· Providing resources depending on the ability of the child.

Music is valued as a means of supporting the development of our pupils with additional needs. For example, many of the UKS2 projects incorporate keyboards which act as a visual ‘music ladder.’ Visual aids, adapted tasks and the use of alternative pitched instruments such as labelled Glockenspiels and Xylophones ensure all succeed. 

More able musicians are not only challenged during class sessions but also encouraged to further develop their music potential through participating in music extra-curricular opportunities. Individual children are given the opportunity to work with the Music Subject Leader to prepare pieces of music to be performed in assemblies and higher attaining pupils are encouraged to participate in Music Partnership North ensemble groups. There are also opportunities to take Graded exams.
Scheme of Work: 

The ‘Progression in Knowledge, Skills and Understanding in Music’ document is followed throughout Key Stages 1 and 2. This document, split into the strands ‘Performing,’ ‘Composing & Notating’ and ‘Listening & Appraising’ is in line with the expectations and standards of the National Curriculum. Planned music topics are incorporated into this document to form our scheme of work which clearly sets out the expectations for each year group. A ‘Dimensions of Music’ document supports the progression document, ensuring clear year – on – year acquisition of key musical concepts from EYFS to Y6. 

Our scheme draws upon a wide range of resources to reflect the interest of the children, the specific expertise of the staff and where relevant supports cross curricular links. In Key Stage 2, topics are planned to include whole class instrumental teaching for example, keyboards, tuned percussion and the Djembe Drums. Lesson plans, resources and suggested activities are collated by the music specialist to form a comprehensive, exciting and bespoke Music Scheme of Work
Extra-Curricular Provision: 

In addition to whole class music lessons, we offer a range of extra-curricular music clubs which vary according to demand and need. For example, Choir Club, Samba Band and Recorder Club. 

Provision for learning the violin, guitar, drums, recorder and keyboard is available for Y2-Y6 pupils delivered by Music Partnership North (MPN) and MW-MUSIC. Parents are required to pay for instrumental lessons but our school provides financial support for those entitled to Pupil Premium.
Assessment, Evidence and Feedback: 

Children’s standards and achievements in Music are assessed and recorded in line with the School’s Assessment and Recording Policy. 
Our planning and assessment encourage a ‘broader’ view of our children as musicians. For example, a pupil who studies the violin may show flair when performing, but another child, who is not as well developed in performance, may have very effective and creative composition techniques. 
On-going Assessment for Learning (AfL) is employed within class sessions, including the sharing of, and reference being made to, the Learning Objective and Success Criteria, and self and peer assessments of understanding, outcomes and progress. Assessments are also used diagnostically by teachers to evaluate learning and inform teaching and by teachers and senior leaders to evaluate standards, achievements and provision which inform future school development.  

Evidence in music is kept in a variety of forms including paper copies of compositions, photographs of performances and audio / video recordings. Evidence is collated by the music specialist teachers, providing evidence of music development over time and across year groups. 
At the end of the year, the teacher makes a summary judgement about the musical skills and development of each pupil in relation to the National Curriculum or Foundation Stage Framework, which is recorded in the end of-year report. Progress in EYFS is recorded in the 
Expressive Arts specific area of the Foundation Stage profile.
Resources: 

We have a well-resourced music room with a range of instruments including: 
· Tuned and untuned percussion instruments, 

· World Percussion e.g. Samba, Indian Tabla. African Djembe,
· Drum kit,
· Piano,

· Keyboards,
· Teacher reference materials and Songbooks 
· Music stands. 

The school iPads and laptops are installed with applications which enable them to be used as instruments and for composition.  
Monitoring and Review:

The SLT and Music Subject Leader will monitor the effectiveness of this policy on a regular basis and make improvements where necessary.
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