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MUSIC GLOSSARY OF TERMS

	a cappella 
	To sing, individually or as a group, unaccompanied (without any instruments).

	adagio 
	To be played slowly.

	allegro
	Performed quickly and happily.

	andante
	Performed at medium speed.

	bars
	[image: C:\Users\Pupil\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\763AC28B.tmp]The way in which written music is divided up (a bit like musical sentences).

	bass clef 
	[image: Image result for image of bass clef]On piano music, it identifies the notes to be played with the left hand.

	beat 
	The steady timing in a piece of music (what you might clap along to). Also see pulse.

	cadenza
	A solo passage inserted into a musical work typically near the end.

	canon
	One instrument starts to play then another imitates with the same melody after a given duration. 

	chord 
	Three or more notes (pitches) played together at the same time.

	chromatic scale
	[image: Image result for image of chromatic scale]A 12-note scale in which each note is a semitone above or below its adjacent pitch. On a keyboard you alternate white note - black note – white note  - etc 

	coda
	The closing section of a musical piece - the finale.

	crotchet 
	[image: See the source image]A note that lasts for one beat.

	crotchet rest
	[image: Image result for image crotchet rest] A pause that lasts for one beat.

	drone
	A note or chord played continuously throughout a piece. Think bagpipes!

	duet  
	A piece of music or song that is performed by two people.

	duration 
	The length of a sound.

	dynamics
	The loudness or softness at which musicians play a section or piece of music

	elements
	These are the building blocks of music i.e. pitch, dynamics, texture, timbre, duration, tempo and structure.

	flat 
	[image: Image result for A Musical Flat]In written music, a flat lowers the pitch of a note by half a step.

	forte 
	Performed loudly (f)

	harmony 
	Two or more notes (pitches) played or sung together.

	homophonic
	Is the harmonising of a melody by a second melody moving in parallel with it.

	improvisation
	Music made up on the spot.

	interlude
	Is an instrumental passage that comes between sections of lyrics in a song.

	key 
	[image: Image result for image of a key signature]A series of notes around which pieces of music and songs are written.

	melody 
	A tune.

	metre
	This is the regular pattern of stresses or accents that provide the pulse or beat of music. Metre is notated at the beginning of music with a time signature.

	minim 
	[image: See the source image]A written note that lasts for two beats.

	minim rest 
	[image: Image result for image minim rest]A pause that lasts for two beats.

	motif
	Is a short musical phrase that recurs in a piece.

	octave 
	[image: See the source image]
A range of eight notes, for example: C, D, E, F, G, A, B, C’.

	ostinato 
	A repeated rhythm or phrase.

	pentatonic 
	[image: Image result for Image Pentatonic Scale on Keyboard]A musical scale made up of five notes, missing out the fourth and seventh notes from the eight-note scale.

	piano 
	Not just the instrument! Used in written music to mean play quietly (p).

	pitch 
	Pitch is how high or low a sound is.

	polyrhythmic
	Combination of different rhythms played at the same time.

	pulse 
	The steady beat in a piece of music (what you might clap along to) can be referred to as the pulse.

	quaver 
	[image: Image result for Image Quaver Note]A symbol used to show a note that lasts for half a beat.

	rest 
	A pause where no notes are played or held.

	rhythm 
	A pattern of long and short notes (like the pattern of words in a song).

	riff
	A short tune that continues throughout or appears regularly in a piece of pop or jazz music. 

	rondo
	Is a form or structure in which one main theme (A theme) is heard between other musical ideas or episodes (B C D) i.e. ABACADA

	round
	Voices sing exactly the same melody but each voice begins at different times but the parts harmonise..

	scale
	A group of notes arranged by ascending or descending order.

	semibreve 
	[image: Image result for Image Semibreve note]A symbol used to show a note that lasts for four beats.

	semibreve rest.
	[image: C:\Users\Pupil\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\7A0531FE.tmp]A pause that lasts for four beats

	sharp 
	[image: Image result for image sharpmusic ]A sign which heightens the pitch of a note by half a step.

	solo 
	A section or piece of music or song performed by one person.

	staccato 
	A short note or notes played sharply where the sound is not allowed to ring out.

	stave 
	[image: Image result for image stave ]The five lines that musical notes are written on.

	structure
	Also known as form, the structure describes how the different sections in a piece of music are organised. Common structures are Binary Form (AB), Ternary Form (ABA) and Rondo Form (ABACADA)

	syncopated
	Off-beat rhythms

	tempo 
	The speed at which a piece or section of music is played.

	texture 
	The way different elements of music are layered together.

	timbre 
	The character or quality of a sound. Different musical instruments have different timbres e.g. metal, wood

	time signature 
	[image: Image result for image of a time signature]The time signature explains how many beats there are in a bar e.g. 4/4, 2/4or 3/4

	treble clef 
	[image: Image result for image treble clef]A sign on a piece of music. On piano music, it shows the notes to be played with the right hand.

	triad
	A chord with 3 notes.

	variations
	Where music is repeated but in an altered form e.g. a different instrument, played higher, played faster. 



image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg
=




image11.jpeg
€ Major Pontutonts Sante

coE 6A |c





image12.jpeg




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg




image15.jpeg




image16.jpeg




image17.jpeg




image18.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.png




